
An Open Letter to Advisory Bodies1 regarding the disastrous 
consequences from the use of the LNT model at Fukushima Daiichi 

                                           Oct 31, 2014 

Dear Colleagues,   
The nuclear reactor accident at Fukushima Daiichi that followed the earthquake and tsunami in 

2011 prompted well-intended measures that have had disastrous consequences. These were not 
caused by the radiation itself but by the social stress, the forced evacuation, and the ongoing 
displacement of tens of thousands of people. Both the stress and the population relocations are 
based on the fear of low-dose radiation that originated from the use of the linear no-threshold (LNT) 
model for radiation-induced cancers and its associated “no safe dose” mantra.  

The mistakes made at Chernobyl concerning prolonged evacuation were repeated in 
Fukushima in spite of the acknowledged adverse health consequences from the prolonged 
evacuations with little projected benefit, since the radiation doses avoided were too low to have 
resulted in any detectable harm. 

To address and overcome the root cause of these social and economic consequences for 
Fukushima residents and for Japan as a whole, the Society for Radiation Information (SRI), a group 
of concerned Japanese citizens, in collaboration with the Legislators’ Committee for the Study of the 
Effects of Radiation, has organized a conference on Dec 3, 2014 in Tokyo called “1st Scientific 
Advisory Meeting for Radiation and Accurate Information”. This conference is being co-sponsored by 
the international group Scientists for Accurate Radiation Information (SARI). All signatories of this 
letter are members or associate members of SARI. 

If the evacuated Fukushima residents had returned to their homes and resumed normal 
activities in 2012, the maximum additional radiation dose they would have faced has been estimated 
to be ~8 mSv/y (Harada et al., PNAS, 2014). That modest dose-rate would decrease every year. 
Considering the wide variation in annual natural background radiation doses around the world, and 
the lack of observed increases in cancer rates in areas having higher annual doses than noted above, 
repopulation would not have posed an increase in cancer risk, notwithstanding the current use of the 
LNT model.  

If your organization makes a firm, unconditional statement to the Fukushima residents that 
returning to their homes would not increase their risk of cancer, it would help eliminate fear, and 
enable them to resume normal life. Since your organization has a great influence on the public, we 
are making this request, so that we can convey your response to the conference. 

Considering the potentially large impact of assurance from you to the Fukushima population 
and the country of Japan, we hope you will oblige with a reply via e-mail, if possible on or before 
November 28, 2014.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.   

With best regards, 
                                                    Sincerely, 

Mohan Doss, Fox Chase Cancer Center, USA (mohan.doss@fccc.edu) 
Wade Allison, Oxford University, UK (w.allison@physics.ox.ac.uk) 
Rod Adams, Atomic Insights LLC, USA 
Meredith Angwin, Ethan Allen Institute Energy Education Project, USA 
Allen Brodsky, Georgetown University, USA 
Lu Cai, The University of Louisville, USA 
Mervyn D. Cohen, Indiana University School of Medicine, USA 
Leslie Corrice, Publisher: The Hiroshima Syndrome, USA 
Gwyneth Cravens, Self-employed writer, USA 
Jerry Cuttler, Cuttler & Associates, Canada 
Christopher Davey, King Abdullah University of Science and Technology, Saudi Arabia 
Ludwik Dobrzynski, National Centre for Nuclear Research, Poland 
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Vincent J Esposito, University of Pittsburgh, USA 
Ludwig E. Feinendegen, Heinrich-Heine University, Germany 
Alan Fellman, Dade Moeller, USA 
Krzysztof W. Fornalski, Polish Nuclear Society, Poland 
Hiroyuki Fujita, Writer, Translator, Corporate Trainer, Japan 
Leo S. Gomez, Leo S. Gomez Consulting, USA  
Robert Hargraves, Dartmouth College, USA 
Marek K. Janiak, Military Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology, Poland 
Andrea Jennetta, Fuel Cycle Week / Int’l. Nuclear Associates, Inc., USA 
Patricia Lewis, Free Enterprise Radon Health Mine, USA 
Jeffrey Mahn, Sandia National Laboratories (Retired), USA 
Carol S. Marcus, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, USA 
Gregory Meyerson, North Carolina A and T University, USA 
Mark Miller, Sandia National Laboratories, USA 
Jane M. Orient, Doctors for Disaster Preparedness, USA 
Charles W. Pennington, Executive Nuclear Energy Consultant, USA and Japan 
Chary Rangacharyulu, University of Saskatchewan, Canada 
A. David Rossin, Independent consultant on nuclear power safety, USA 
John Sackett, Argonne National Laboratory (Retired), USA 
Bill Sacks, FDA’s Center for Devices and Radiological Health (Retired), USA 
Charles L. Sanders, Korea Adv. Inst. of Science and Technology, S. Korea (Retired), USA 
Bobby R. Scott, Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute (Retired), USA  
John A. Shanahan, Go Nuclear, Inc., USA 
Jeffry A. Siegel, Nuclear Physics Enterprises, USA 
Yehoshua Socol, Falcon Analytics, Israel 
Andrzej Strupczewski, National Center for Nuclear Research, Poland 
Ruth F. Weiner, Former Member, NRC Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste and Materials, USA 
James S. Welsh, President-elect, American College of Radiation Oncology, USA 

 
Note: All signers of this letter are members or associate members of SARI (Scientists for Accurate 
Radiation Information).  The above letter represents the professional opinions of the signers, and 
does not necessarily represent the views of their affiliated institutions.  

 
 
 
 
 

Note: The above Open Letter has been sent via e-mail to 
ICRP, NCRP, UNSCEAR, WHO, IAEA, and NAS on October 31, 2014. 
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